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Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance
Creating a Conservation Future for the Badger Lands

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!
In May, we hosted 160 Alliance supporters, members and friends for our 20th anniversary celebration at the new Vintage Brewing Company in
Sauk City. This was a great reunion of old and new
friends and colleagues, many of whom have been
involved with the Alliance since its early days.
Here are a few photos of our group celebrating
the transformation of the Badger Army Plant into a
vast green space now accessible to the public for
diverse recreational activities.

Revelers Todd Persche and Terrence
McCormick enjoy a bonding moment
Photo: Donna Stehling

Calvin Boldebuck, Field Representative to Congressman Mark Pocan
(right) presents a Certificate of Special Recognition from Congressman
Pocan to the Alliance. Charlie Luthin, Alliance Director, accepts the
recognition on behalf of the Alliance. Photo: Donna Stehling

Photo: Donna Stehling
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FIELD NOTES: Badger Landowner Updates
Long-term Soil Monitoring Network at
Dairy Forage Research Center
By Alison Duff, DFRC Ecologist
As a part of the new FarmLab initiative at the U.S. Dairy Forage Research
Center’s Prairie du Sac farm, researchers are installing a long-term soil monitoring network. The network includes more than 100 sampling locations
across the USDA’s acres at Badger, as well as stations on Wisconsin DNR
and Bluffview Sanitary District lands in the southern half of the former Badger Plant. The goal of the project is to assess current soil properties and to
monitor changes over time in response to management, shifts in land use
or land cover, and climate change. Soil measurements will include organic
carbon, infiltration rates, compaction, soil nutrients, indicators of soil diversity, and other data related to soil health. After the initial installation and data
collection in 2018, scientists will return to the sites on a recurring schedule
to assess changes at soil depths ranging from eight inches to over six feet.

DFRC Soil Ecology Interns Dan Hauck (L) and
Malachi Persche collecting soil samples.
PHOTO: Kris Niemann

With support from various grants, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is working on habitat management at Sauk Prairie
State Recreation Area. “Fecon” work (mechanical brush mowing) was
completed between late fall and early March to control invasive shrubs in
various locations. The brush clearing was followed in spring by prescribed
fire. A total of approximately 442 acres were burned on DNR-managed
land, including the Hillside Prairie where the Alliance has focused much of
its restoration work. Update by Nancy Frost, DNR.
DNR wildlife biologist
Nancy Frost at Badger
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AmeriCorps Tour at Badger
Badger landowners will be assisted by an NCCC AmeriCorps crew this summer during the months
of July and August. The AmeriCorps crew is a cooperative effort between The Nature Conservancy,
Ho-Chunk Nation, WDNR, USDA-Dairy Forage Research Center, Habitat for Humanity, and the Baraboo Range Preservation Association. Here, the AmeriCorps crew is introduced to Badger by Nancy
Frost (DNR), Mike Mossman, Randy Poelma (Ho-Chunk Nation), Alison Duff (far right to left) and
Curt Meine (6th from right)

Ho-Chunk Nation & its “Sacred Earth” Project
The majority of Ho-Chunk management efforts at Badger in 2018 are focused on slowing the rampant spread and maturation of invasive woody
vegetation within the Nation’s “Sacred Earth” parcel. The Nation, in cooperation with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), conducted prescribed
burns on approximately 750 acres of the parcel this spring. Focal areas
for spring burning included the prairie restoration along USH 12, including the Dave Fordham Memorial Prairie, and the open areas generally
on the northern half of the parcel. These efforts will be followed by
management practices throughout the summer and fall to help control
the germination and re-sprout of invasive woody plants such as honeysuckles, autumn olive, Siberian elm and multiflora rose. Update by
Randy Poelma
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Charlie’s
Corner

By Charlie Luthin,
Executive Director

New Releases!
The Alliance has had
an extraordinary six
months! Not only
did we have a huge
turnout for our 20th
anniversary celebration in May, but we
also happily announce
three major accomplishments this year:
the completion of our
26-minute documentary on the transformation of the Badger
Lands, “Restoring the
Sauk Prairie, A Story
of Hope and Healing;” the availability of
the new web-based
“Badger APP” that
provides in-depth interpretation of almost
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50 cultural and natural
points of interest at
Badger; and finally,
the release of our
new video on the old
apple trees at Badger,
“Of Connection and
Renewal: The Historic
Apple Trees of the
Badger Army Ammunition Plant.” Each of
these productions is
available from
our website:
SaukPrairieVision.org.
We are particularly
pleased with how our
new documentary
turned out, and we are
eager to get the word
out. I want to share
the video widely, and I
plan to “take the show

on the road.”
We are looking for
audiences and venues
for sharing our documentary this fall and
winter. If you are part
of a group that has
interest in a showing,
please contact me by
e-mail: info@saukprairievision.org.
Very soon our members will receive the
fall “We Are Sauk
Prairie” lecture series
flyer, and we hope
you will join us for the
interesting evening
programs we have
lined up starting in
September.

Honoring Gene Robkin
Stalwart for the Badger Reuse Plan
Our dear colleague and friend, Gene Robkin from Baraboo, passed away on June 20 at the
age of 80. Gene was deeply invested in the transformation of the former Badger Army Ammunition Plant for most of the past 20 years. Gene not only served on the Alliance Board of
Directors for two 3-year terms (2005-2010), but he also influenced decisions about Badger
through elected positions on the Sauk County Board and Baraboo City Council, and he
served on the Badger Oversight & Reuse Committee while a city alder.
GAIL LAMBERTY: Gene was more than a
champion for the Badger lands. Let his memory
be honored with the future of that landscape.
VIRGINIA METCALF: What a great old curmudgeon Gene was… gruff as they come but
with a soft, sensitive soul. He fought fiercely for
Badger and the Reuse Plan. We shall all miss
him. May he rest in peace now.
DAVID SERAFY-COX: Gene was a passionate
supporter of the Reuse Report, the BOMC (as
Baraboo’s representative), and the notion of
public participation in the whole Badger process.
Gene had an opinion on most any topic one
could mention!
MIKE MOSSMAN: Oh, what a man, ol’ Gene!
That wry smile and active look he had, the way
he paid attention, making you always wonder
what he was hearing and thinking, waiting for it
to come out of him.

Rochelle and Gene Robkin

New Alliance
Archive!
Finally, a vast collection
of the documents,
reports, photographs,
video and audio materials accumulated
by the Alliance over
twenty years now have
a home. Thanks to the
efforts early this year
by Tim Connolly (pictured above), a library
and information studies
master’s graduate in
the UW-Madison Information School, over 13
cubic feet of materials
were assessed, cataloged, and arranged
into sixteen topical series—e.g., “2000-2001
Badger Reuse Committee [1995-2001]”—
consisting of over 280
individual document
folders. This might not
seem like a lot of material, until you realize
that the entire archive
of Franklin Pierce, our
14th U.S. President, at
the Library of Congress
is less than seven cubic
feet!
The transformation
of Badger over the
past 20 years certainly produced a huge
amount of materials.
Tim was successful
at “making order out
of chaos” with our
archives. Now, thanks
to the 35-page “finding aid” produced by
Tim, we can find what
we need in the many
archival boxes that Tim
donated. We encourage any members with
documents and other
materials related to
Badger to donate them
to our growing Badger
archive.
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WHAT DO

YOU
THINK?

Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance

MEMBER SURVEY

The Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance, currently celebrating its 20th anniversary, has evolved
and changed since 1997 to meet the needs of a changing landscape at the former Badger Army
Ammunition Plant. We have continually aspired to represent the community as we promoted a
green future for the Badger Lands.
We now look ahead to the next 20 years and want to be vibrant, relevant and supportive of the
community’s interests associated with the Badger Lands. Please take a few moments to fill out
this brief member survey to help us plan our future! THANK YOU.
Which of the following Alliance activities have you participated in over the past 20 years? Please mark all that apply.

m public tours at Badger (including specialized
tours—e.g., geology, frogs, birds, plants)

m public education (e.g., events, programs,
educational videos)

m using the Alliance’s Visitor Guide to the Badger
Lands (published 2017)

m advocacy (previously—comments to DNR’s master plan; currently—lawsuit against DNR)

m prairie restoration at Badger
m volunteering (stewardship days, apples,

trail-building, board of directors, office help)

m tours for school-aged groups (primary,
secondary)

m research & conservation (e.g., Apple Corps
project, grazing goats)

m Other
Comments

What would you like the Alliance to offer for the Sauk Prairie area over the next five years? All ideas welcome!

6							

The Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance | saukprairievision.org

Please prioritize the activities that you think are the most important for the Alliance to pursue in the next five years, with “1”
being the highest priority, “2” the second, etc. Prioritize only those activities that you feel are important.

— public tours at Badger (including specialized

— tours for school-aged groups (primary,

— public education (e.g., events, evening

— research & conservation (e.g., Apple Corps

tours—e.g., geology, frogs, birds, plants)

secondary)

programs, educational videos)

project, insects, small mammals, birds at Badger,
etc.)

— advocacy (currently, lawsuit against DNR)

— facilitate communication among Badger landowners on areas of mutual interest (education,
restoration, etc.)

— prairie restoration (small- and large-scale)
— volunteer engagement (stewardship days,

— promote the planning and construction of a

prairie restoration, trail building)

state-of-the-art visitor center at Badger, shared by
all landowners

— Other
Comments

I have been a member of or associated with the Alliance for:
My gender:
My age:

o 0-4 years

o 5-10 years

o more than 10 years

oF oM

o 15-25 o 26-40

My highest level of education:

o 41-60

o 60-70

o >70

o high school o tech school

o college

o advanced degree

o I am a current member of the Alliance through my annual membership donation.
o I have historically volunteered with the Alliance.
o I am a current volunteer with the Alliance.
o I am not currently a volunteer but would like to be one! Please contact me! (provide name and e-mail).
o I have included the Alliance in my will, life insurance policy or estate plan.
o I would LIKE to include the Alliance in my will or estate plan. Please contact me! (provide name and e-mail).
Contact information (optional):
NAME								EMAIL:
ADDRESS:
Please return this survey to:

Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance
520 Water Street
Sauk City, WI 53583

U!
O
Y
K
THAN

Summer 2018 												

7

APPLE CORPS PROJECT
Thanks to a grant from the Wisconsin Natural Foods Associates, we have been able to
ramp up our efforts to preserve and propagate Badger’s “heritage apple trees.” More
than 150 trees are scattered across the Badger lands. Many are farmstead and orchard
trees that predate the construction of the
Badger Army Ammunition Plant. Think of
them as “the apples that survived World
War II,” for they were spared the bulldozers
that arrived when the Army took over the
farms in 1942.
Our activities so far in 2018 have included
completing a wonderful 8-minute documentary about the Badger apple project;
holding our second grafting workshop in
early spring, followed by the planting of
grafted trees on June 1; and care and maintenance of the now 2-year old apple nursery located on Dairy Forage Research Center land.

Apple Corps volunteers Amy Chamberlin, Jeanine Richards and Curt Meine lay landscape
fabric over recently planted “apple graftees, class of 2018”

Here is a recent summary of the project by Badger Apple Corps coordinator Curt Meine:
On March 24 twenty volunteers gathered at Park Hall in Sauk City to graft scions (living shoots) from a total of 35
different Badger apple trees, under the guidance of national apple expert Dan Bussey. We grafted almost 200 scions. Of the 193 “graftees” planted in the nursery, 168 (87%) have survived as of July 24 – pretty darn impressive!
Of the 2017 class of graftees, 57 are alive and well, bringing the current total of successful grafted trees in the
nursery to 228. A total of 58 individual source trees—about 1/3 of all the Badger trees, representing about 20
different historic farmsteads—are now growing in the nursery!

LEAVE A LEGACY…
with the Alliance!

To help ensure a vibrant future for the Alliance,
please consider including the Sauk Prairie
Conservation Alliance in your will,
estate plans or life insurance policy. You
can continue supporting the organization’s great
work long after you are gone, and thereby leave
a lasting legacy for the work of the Alliance.
Here is a helpful tip: consider the 20X Rule. Take
your average annual donation, multiply it by 20,
and consider including that amount or more in your
will for the Alliance. For example, a $100 annual
gift would translate into a $2,000 one-time estate
gift. Estate gifts of $1,000 or more will be added
to a permanent endowment where an annual
distribution of 5% of your estate gift will support
our work. For the example above, an estate gift of
$2,000 into the endowment would ensure an annual pay out of $100, in perpetuity. We appreciate
your support.

Alliance representatives Gail Lamberty (with hat), David Serafy-Cox (middle) and
Charlie Luthin (right of painting) presented the Ho-Chunk Nation with a signed and
numbered print of the Victor Bahktin painting, “Sauk Prairie Remembered: A Vision
for the Future” during a meeting of the Nation’s Legislature this past spring. Randy
Poelma (left), property manager for Ho-Chunk at Badger, Kristin WhiteEagle, HoChunk Representative for District 2 (that includes Sauk County), (right of painting)
and Ho-Chunk Vice President, Douglas Greengrass (seated) were among those
present for the ceremony.
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KEEPERS of the VISION
The Alliance has had a long and very successful 20 years, thanks to the wonderful talent,
dedication, volunteerism and financial support from our countless members and allies.
THANK YOU to all who have played a part in
our historic successes. We now ask that you
become a vital PART of our FUTURE, as well!

YES!

We have much yet to accomplish at Badger—
ongoing public education; planning and facilitating large-scale PRAIRIE RESTORATION; and,
advocating for a magnificent VISITOR CENTER at
Badger where the stories of all past inhabitants
can be told, from the Ho-Chunk to the first farmers to the Army, and where natural, geological
and cultural history can be interpreted.

We have a new initiative that we call, “Keepers
of the Vision.” We are seeking loyal members
and supporters who are willing to make an
annual financial commitment for the next three
years to help ensure our financial stability for
the next 20 years. Please use this form to
make your pledge! THANK YOU.

Count me in as a KEEPER OF THE VISION! Here is my 3-year pledge to the Alliance.
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEDGE AMOUNT (per year over 3 years):

o $5,000
o

$250

		

o $1,000
o $100

o $500
		

o $50

Please return this form to:
Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance, PO Box 403, Baraboo, WI 53913
Those who pledge $500/year or more will receive special opportunities,
tours and invitations in the coming months and years.

Make a donation or
JOIN the ALLIANCE online at

saukprairievision.org

